
Feltham Evangelical Church  Newsletter: July 2010
A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith 

Calendar
w/c 27th June
27th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper (Neil Richardson)
27th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Neil Richardson)
27th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
29th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse 
30th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study (Gerald Yuen)
2nd  10.00.a.m. Open House
3rd 10.30 a.m. Town Centre Evangelism
w/c 4th July
4th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper 
4th 11:00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
4th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
6th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
7th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study      
9th 10.00.a.m. Open House
10th 7.00.p.m. Feltham Bible Focus (Basil Howlett; Help me 
to prepare for worship)
w/c 11th July
11th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper 
11th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Andy Osgood)
11th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School

11th 1.00.p.m. Fellowship Lunch
11th 2.00.p.m. Afternoon Service (Tim Whitton)
13th 9.30.a.m. Prayer Meeting
13th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse (Parents Evening)
14th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
16th 10.00.a.m. Open House
w/c 18th July
18th 9.30.a.m. Prayer and Praise 
18th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) including 
Lord's Supper
18th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
20th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
21st  7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study 
23rd 10.00.a.m. Open House 
w/c 25th July
25th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper
25th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
25th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
27th 9.30.a.m. Prayer Meeting
28th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study 
30th  10.00.a.m. Open House

Notes
Feltham Bible Focus this month sees us dealing with the subject of preparing to worship. We welcome Basil Howlett 
from Reading as our preacher Saturday July 10th. The subject title is : Help me to prepare for worship.  

Mobile Phones Please make sure mobile phones are turned off during the services so that there is no unnecessary 
disturbance.

Fellowship Lunch On July 11th we plan to have a fellowship lunch together. This is due to be on a bring-and-share  
basis. All are welcome. In the afternoon Tim Whitton who helps us in our Town Centre Evangelism and works with 
the Open Air Mission is due to give a report on work he is involved in for God.

Lighthouse draws to the end of another School Year his month. The Parent's Evening is due to take place on 13 th July. 
Pray that this might be a good evening to contact parents for the LORD.  

News
May Lin Venables is due to be away in Malaysia until July 10th. She is visiting her family and in particular her father 
who is seriously unwell at the present time with cancer.  

Michael Loosley has had to have further times in Hillingdon Hospital on account of his diabetes. 

Spiritual Notes      Repentance
There are two places on this planet; one is the church the other is the world. We are either in the  
church or in the world. The church consists of those who are Christians and Christians demonstrate 
that they belong to the church by joining with and committing themselves to a local assembly of 
Christians.  We  learn  much  about  the  character  of  the  church  and  the  world  when  we look  at 
Matthew 18:15-18. In this passage, someone, who has been guilty of sin, when challenged upon this 
issue refuses to repent and thereby is put out of the church into the world. This may sound harsh to 
our sensitive ears, but when you stop to ponder upon the matter the unrepentant offender is placing 
himself in the realm of the world and therefore the action taken only ratifies the decision the man 
has already made. To appreciate these things we have to get to the heart of what happens in the 
world and what happens in the church.

The World 
The world is that system which is arranged without reference to God. Millions of our fellow citizens  
operate their lives without referring to God and this is the essence of worldliness. Instead of thinking 
about God, people operate with reference to self. In the world “self” is the king. Accordingly, if people  
are challenged about whether something they say or do is right, they respond with self-defence or self-



justification.

This  approach  to  life  has  a  long  history.  It  started  in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Rather  than  accept 
responsibility for their actions Adam and Eve both engaged in self-justification (see Genesis 3:12-13).  
Adam blamed his  wife  and Eve  blamed  the  serpent!  This  is  the  world's  way  of  operating  and it  
inevitably produces the blame culture in which we live. When we start to self-defend and self-justify we  
are soon blaming either my circumstances or the way the system operates or how badly other people 
treat me or anything else that conveniently springs to mind. People with worldly thinking run anywhere 
rather than take responsibility for their own actions and confess their sins.

So going back to our passage we find here someone who has been challenged from the Word of God 
about  his  actions.  Notice  he  must  be  challenged  from  scripture  because  it  speaks  of  sin  being 
committed and only scripture confirms the committing of sin. To make sure no rash judgements have 
been reached first one or two others are brought in and then the church is made aware. It is fully  
established that sin has been committed, but the man refuses to repent. The man must therefore  be 
put out of the church. It is important to note here as well that through this three stage process the man  
has had plenty of time to ponder upon his situation before God and the church and bring his heart to  
repentance. 

The Church
The clear implication is that the church is a place of repentance. It is a place where sin is confessed and  
turned  from.  Sin  against  God  is  repented  of  and  if  this  sin  includes  sinning  against  others  then 
repentance towards the relevant other person(s) is forthcoming. Of course, this flows on from how we 
enter the church. We enter through repenting. We hear the Word of God which reveals our sin. We 
cannot become a Christian without repenting. We start living for Christ by repenting and we prove we  
have new life in Christ by continuing to repent. The world then is filled with self-defence and self 
justification, However, the church should be filled with repentance

So the normal approach for the Christian when challenged from the Word about something in their 
life, which is proven to be sin is to accept, confess and repent. It is on this basis that we experience the  
forgiveness which flows from Jesus dying on the cross of Calvary. John says and note he says it to  
Christians that If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness ( I John 1:9).

Repentance and forgiveness should be continually being experienced in church. Of course if these are  
not happening then we have lost all right to be called the church. An organisation can still taking the  
name of a church, but it has really become a religious version of the world. It is like players in a football  
match deciding suddenly to catch the ball and run with it. If this happens they can no longer claim they 
are playing football. So a church which says it is acceptable not to repent of sin loses the right to be  
called a church.

Associated with this is the Lord Jesus removing Himself from the church. This reality is taught in the  
passage  which  follows;  Matthew 18:18-20.  Here  the  LORD indicates  that  if  Matthew  18:15-17  is 
implemented then He is in agreement with it and promises to be with those who do it. Accordingly,we  
can conclude that if it is not does then He withdraws His presence. This is seen in the Laodicean  
church in Rev. 2:14-22. This church has not repented of its bad ways, so the Lord urges them to do so 
in v19b. In such a situation he is outside (see Rev. 3:20)

So how is  it  with us at  Feltham Evangelical  Church are  we a repentance  place?  Or are we a self 
justification and self-defence place. If it is the latter then that is very very serious because we are really  
no longer a church, but are in fact a, religious version of the world. So let us each examine our hearts  
and be quick to repent of any sin which occurs in our lives. 
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