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Calendar
w/c 30" August 13th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
30th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper (Phil Roberts) 13th 1.00.p.m. Fellowship Lunch
30th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Phil Roberts) 13th 2.00.p.m. Afternoon Service (Andrew Hill)
2nd 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study 15th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
4th 9.30.a.m. “Open House” 16th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
5th 10.30.a.m. Open Air 17th 7.30.p.m. Church Members Meeting
w/c 6" September 18th 9.30.a.m. Open House
6th 9:30.a.m. Lord's Supper w/c 20" September
6th 11:00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables); 20th 9.30.a.m. Prayer and Praise
refreshments afterwards 20th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Phil Symes)
6th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School including Lord's Supper
6th 6.30.p.m. Prayer Meeting 20th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
7th 7.30.p.m. Prayer Meeting 22nd 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
8th 9.30.a.m. Prayer Meeting 23rd 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study
9th 7.00.a.m. Prayer Meeting 25th 9.30.a.m “Open House”
9th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study w/c 27" September
11th 8.45.a.m. Prayer Meeting 27th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper
11th 9.30.a.m. Open House 27th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
12th 9.00.a.m. Prayer Meeting 27th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School
12th 7.00.p.m. Feltham Bible Focus (Gwynne 29th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
Evans; Adoption) 30th 7.30.p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
w/c 13" September 2nd (October) 9.30.a.m. Open House
13th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper (Andrew Hill) 3rd 10.30.a.m. Open Air

13th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Andrew Hill)
News

Fabio de Campos and Lucian Asiedu start at new schools this month. Lucien joins his sister Tracy at Heathlands

School, Hounslow and Fabio is due to attend Feltham Community School. Pray for them as they adjust to this
change in their lives.

Michael Loosley is now back at home in Harmondsworth. He is still suffering much.

Notes
Feltham Bible Focus this month gives us the opportunity to hear about how God has adopted us into His family.

Gwynne Evans who is pastor at Hayes Town Chapel is due to be the preacher. This is due to take place on
September 12,

Fellowship Lunch On September 13" Andrew Hill from the Slavic Gospel Association (SGA) is due to be with
us. On that day we plan to have a fellowship lunch together. This is to be on a bring—and—share basis. In the
afternoon Andrew is due to tell us something about the work of SGA.

Prayer The passing of the summer holidays means that we move into a new term. This once again prompts us,
as a Church fellowship, of the need to seek God together for the life of the Church. Accordingly, in the week
commencing on September 6" we have a “week of prayer” planned. Please see the Calendar above for details.
Let us ask God from our hearts that He would have the glory in our church life.

Surplus Books have been placed in the rear hall. Please take any that you want. They are available free of
charge. The books are due to be there until 14® September. Any that are left after that date are due to be
passed on to Book Aid.

Church_Members Meeting is due to take place on September 17%, Pray that as church members fellowship

together on this occasion we might know God's way for the church.
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Spiritual Notes  Cry Freedom!

Freedom is something that we all as human beings naturally long for. We want to be free so that we
will be able to enjoy our lives to the full. However, our pursuit of freedom does not necessarily lead us
to the full lives that we expect. In fact if God is excluded from our lives true freedom is never found.

The cry all around us then, is for there to be freedom. The last fifty years have seen an increasing
allowance for free expression in people's lives. The creed has been that you are free to do anything
just so long as no-one else is hurt physically by what you do. And where has that left the society in
which we live? It has left us in a mess. The promise has been that we will have fulfillment and purpose
in our lives. What reality has delivered though, is lives that have never been so miserable. This is
altogether strange because financially people have never been so well off. But emotionally,
psychologically and most importantly spiritually we are in a mess. The promised freedom has not
delivered. Where did it all go wrong?

The focus of all our problems is our relationship to God. Freedom which excludes God is never
freedom. To purchase a gadget and operate it in a way which contradicts the maker's instructions
renders the gadget useless. In a similar way human beings have sought to live lives at variance with
what their maker requires and the consequences has been disastrous. The lives people have chosen
have fundamentally been selfish and pervaded by sin. So rather than being free, people without God
and without Christ are in bondage; they are captives. Overseeing all this is the devil. He has taken
people captive to do his will (see 2 Tim 2:26).

The reality of this bondage is seen in people's lives. So many things are used to camouflage the
yearnings of the heart. These would include money, power, religion, sex, sport and entertainment. The
list is almost endless. Yet deep down in our hearts we know that all is not well. And whilst we are
busying ourselves with seeking “life” there is, gnawing away in the back of our minds, the fear of death.
Again we seek to suppress it, but it is real and it is there. In Heb 2:15 we read of those who all their
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. Some may seek to convince themselves and others
that when you're dead you're dead, but in the back of the mind there is always that nagging uncertainty.

If only people would wake up to the terrible slavery of their condition. They need to w-ake up to the
reality of being bound by sin and selfishness, captive to the devil and unable to escape. With such an
awakening men can then start to think about how God's brings freedom. It is in Jesus Christ that we are
released into this freedom. The scripture says that if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed
(John 8:36). Sin keeps us us captive as slaves. On the cross Jesus by dying paid the price to bring
about our release. Paul says It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery (Gal. 5:1).

This leads us on to the challenge for all Christian people to live lives as free people. So easily as
Christians we fail to do this. Rather than living as free people we start to live in a way whereby we seek
to do things and generally act so as to earn freedom. This is wrong. We who are Christians and have
the Spirit of God should live lives as free people. We are now free to obey God and please Him and
that is the essence of freedom. True freedom has nothing to do with pleasing myself; it has everything
to do with pleasing God through following His ways. This is what the Spirit brings about for where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom (2 Cor. 3:17b).

The Spirit is the great enabler in our lives. He is the one who gives us the ability to live in such a way as
to please God. Non-Christians may think well of God's ways and want to follow them, but are unable.
This is what Paul is arguing about in Romans 7. In the flesh we are unable to please God. This leads
Paul to cry out What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? (Rom.
7:24). And then to give the answer: Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Rom.
7:25). As Christians then our freedom is never for self-indulgence. We cannot say "/ am am free to do
and say what | want.”. That is a deception. Our freedom is to do and say what God wants. And that is
freedom!

So as Christians let us be diligent to enjoy our freedom in Christ through the Spirit. And let us urge our
fellow human beings to see through the empty promises of freedom which are declared to them. Such
promises are lies. Freedom is found in Christ and in Christ alone.






