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A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith

Calendar
w/c 26" July 11th 9.30.a.m. Prayer Meeting
26th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper (Paul Loosemore) 12th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
26th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) 14th 9.00.a.m. Tidy-up / Clear-out.
26th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School w/c 16™ August
29th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study 16th 9.30.a.m. Prayer and Praise
31st 9.30.a.m. “Open House” 16th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
1st 10.30.a.m. Open Air including Lord's Supper
w/c 2 August 19th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Report (Istvan Salanki)
2nd 9:30.a.m. Lord's Supper 21st 9.30.a.m “Open House”
2nd 11:00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables); w/c 23" August
refreshments afterwards 23rd 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper
5th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study 23rd 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
8th 7.00.p.m. Feltham Bible Focus (Philip 28th 9.30.a.m. “Open House”
Venables; Growing Old for God) w/c 30t August
w/c 9% August 30th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper
9th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper 30th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Phil Roberts)
9th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Elisha John) 2nd (September) 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
9th 1.00.p.m. Fellowship Lunch 4th 9.30.a.m. “Open House”
9th 2.00.p.m. Afternoon Service (Elisha John) 5th 10.30.a.m. Open Air

News

Jay Santiago has now moved and is living in Hounslow East.

Michael Venables is due to be “at Camp” with Christian Camps in Wales from 1* August to gth August.

Martin, Karolina and Aaron Curtis have now moved to make their home in Singapore.

Notes
Flowers If you wish to contribute towards the flowers which are displayed in the church you are very welcome
to. To do so place your name besides the relevant date on the calendar in the entrance hall and then pass your
money to Trish a little while before the date you have allocated to yourself.

Sunday School During August there will be no Sunday school during the morning service. The teachers, Sheila
Hume, Trish Howard, Daphne Henderson and Diana Asiedu are taking a well-carned rest. Please continue to

bring your children to the services, though, so that they can learn of our God in the service.

Bible Study Going through Genesis over many moths has brought us much instruction and blessing from our
God. Now we start out on studying the book of Hebrews on July 29". It is great to be able to study the
Word of God together as a church. Come along if you can.

Fellowship Lunch On August 9" Elisha John is due to be with us. He serves God with Every Nation Gospel
Fellowship in Southall. On that day we plan to have a fellowship lunch together. This is to be on a bring-and-
share basis. Please note that in the afternoon Elisha is due to tell us something about the work he and his wife
Catherine, are involved in in serving the LORD.

Tidy-up / Clear-out The summer break gives us an opportunity to tidy-up the inside of the church building.

Accordingly, on morning of August 14" we plan to give attention to this. Please come and help.

Open House is taking a two week break this month. Accordingly on August 7% and 14" there will be no Open
House. We continue to see people dropping-by on Friday mornings.

Spiritual Notes Profession or Possession

All possessors profess. but not all professors possess. Now what does all that mean? It means that you can
profess to be a Christian, but never really possess that which makes you to be a real Christian. But if you are
truly a Christian then you will naturally give profession to the faith you possess.

Our Saviour faced the issue of those who professed to follow God, but had no real desire to follow God. On
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one occasion when He was face-to-face with some religious people who were doing their utmost to avoid
following God's Word. He said to them: “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about
you: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me’” (Matt. 15:7-8).

Experiencing this hypocrisy is a particular danger for those who have been brought up in Christian homes or
have moved for sometime in evangelical church circles. It is easy to get to know what to do and what to say;
you pick up the way of doing things and start to behave in the “expected way”’. Soon we become the
hypocrites that our Saviour spoke about. This happens when we use the right words and do the right things,
but have hearts which are far away from God because we have never known God.

This leads us to think of how easily terms are used; how easily we can call ourselves Christians. In fact, in the
2001 census of the British population 71.6% of the population classified themselves as Christians. But how
many of those really are Christians? Of course God knows the heart, but there are certain tests that we need
to use in order to check out whether we really are possessing what we profess.

The most important thing we need to posses is eternal life. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him (John 3:36) are the words
of our Lord Jesus. We may profess to be Christians, but do we really believe in Jesus Christ? If we truly do
believe then we really do possess eternal life. If we do not believe, then we reject. There are only two
alternatives; we either believe or reject. And if we reject then we face eternal wrath.

Our Saviour further filled out this whole concept when He said that | have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full (John 10:10b). Jesus came on a mission to bring life to His people. This raises the
issue of how we can know we have this life. The book of 1 John gives us certain indicators as regards to
whether or not we have this life.

« OBEDIENCE. We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man
who says, "l know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in
him (1 John 2:3-4). Quite directly John says that if your profess to be a Christian and do not obey the
commands of God then you are a liar; a hypocrite.

« LOVE FOR OTHER CHRISTIANS. Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is
still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light (1 John 2:9-10b). Are we drawn
to other Christians; that is those who are in the family of God.? If so then that is a mark that we share
eternal life with them.

« Do Not LoVE THE wWoRLD. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1
John 2:15b). The world is that system of things and ways of thinking / operating which is organized
without reference to God whether it be social, political, economic etc. If our lives are pre-occupied
with this world then we do not know God; we do not have eternal life.

« NOT PERSISTING IN A SINFUL LIFESTYLE. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one
who continues to sin has either seen him or known him (1 John 3:6). To have no concern about
sinful practices in your life indicates that you have no knowledge of God's eternal life within you.

»  RIGHT VIEWS oF JESUS. Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.
Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son ( 1 John 2:22). If we think that
Jesus was just a special man then we have not got eternal life. For such people any profession to
know God is just a deception. We must have right views about who Jesus is.

These are five ways whereby we can examine ourselves to see whether we are truly in the faith (see 2 Cor.
13:5). Peter spoke along similar lines when he spoke to his fellow-believers that they should make every
effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control;
and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love (2 Pet. 1:5b-7). No doubt the more we have these things in our
lives then the more sureness we can have in our hearts that we have eternal life. So Peter further says
Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10b).

As Christians then it is our great joy to know that His divine power has given us everything we need for
life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness (2
Pet. 1:3). But we need to go in and possess our possessions (see Obadiah 17). Like the nation of Israel
entering the promised land they had everything there for the taking, but they had to go and take it. And that
required lots of strivings and battles as the book of Joshua recalls. For ourselves as Christians to possess all
of God's good gifts to us requires us to strive according to his working in us (see Col. 1:29).

So we conclude asking the question is your profession genuine? You could be baptized and a church
member and still not possess eternal life. Let's check ourselves over to see whether we are the genuine
article or just a hypocrite. Remember to get this wrong has massive and that really is massive consequences
because it is either eternal life or eternal wrath. And you can't get more serious than that.






