Feltham Evangelical Church Newsletter: August 2008
A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith

Calendar

w/c 17" August
wic 27" July 17th 9.30.a.m Prayer and Praise
27th 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper 17th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Graham King) with
27th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) Lord's Supper
27th 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Diana Asiedu-Jacobs)  23rd 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
30th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study w/c 24™ August
1st (Aug) 9.30.a.m “Open House” 24th 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper
2nd 10.30.a.m. Open Air 24th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
wi/c 3" August 27th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
3rd 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper 29th 9.30.a.m “Open House”
3rd 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) w/c 31° August
6th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study 31st 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper
8th 9.30.a.m “Open House” 31st 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
9th 7.00.p.m. Feltham Bible Focus; Philip Venables 31st6.30.p.m Prayer Meeting
(What is our Lord Jesus doing today?) 1st (Sept) 7.30.p.m Prayer Meeting
w/c 10" August 2nd 10.00.a.m. Prayer Meeting
10th 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper (Jeyakanth Selvaraja) 3rd 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study
10th 11.00.a.m Morning Service (Jeyakanth Selvaraja) 4th 7.30.p.m Church Members Meeting
10th 1.p.m. Fellowship Lunch 5th 7.00.a.m Prayer Meeting
10th 2.p.m. Afternoon Service (Jeyakanth Selvaraja) 5th 9.30.a.m “Open House”
13th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study (Phil Symes) 6th 9.00.a.m Prayer Meeting

6th 10.30.a.m. Open Air

News

Michael Loosley has had a further spells in Hillingdon hospital in July. He is very weak at the moment. Let us
pray that he might know God's goodness at this hard time.

Ruth Inglis was taken ill during the morning service on July 6". She is presently with her daughter, Julie, in
Cornwall recuperating.

Ashlee Onwuemena has been suffering with the skin disease impetigo.

Audrey Carpenter was burgled on July 19". This was an unpleasant ordeal for her. However it is good that
she was not harmed herself.

Pat Earle suffered with severe migraines in early July. Happily these have now eased.
Notes

Sri Lanka On August 10" we are privileged to welcome Jeyakanth Selvaraja among us. He serves God in a pastoral
capacity in Trincamolee in Sri Lanka, although spending much time in the UK presently. The area where he is is very
much a “war zone” where there is much fighting and danger. We have, as a church, given financial support to Pastor
Jayakanth's work in the past and so it will be great to meet him face-to-face.

Fellowship Lunch. Coinciding with Pastor Jeyakanth's visit on August 10" we plan to have a bring and share fellowship
lunch. Please come and join in if you can.

Sunday School During August there will be no Sunday school during the morning service. The teachers, Sheila Hume,
Trish Howard, Daphne Henderson and Diana Asiedu-Jacobs are taking a well-earned rest. Please continue to bring
your children to the services, though, so that they can learn of our God in the service.

Open House is taking a two week break this month. Accordingly on August 15" and 22" there will be no Open House.
We continue to see people dropping-by on Friday mornings. It would be good to see these people seeking the LORD.

Kitchen Refurbishment On August 11" refurbishment of the kitchen is due to commence. QPMS are the contractors
doing the job.

Spiritual Notes Born again

“Being born again” has become a very much abused term. Anyone who takes a fresh interest in
something is said to be “born again”. However, we must not be afraid to assert that “being
born again” is a thoroughly biblical term. But it does not refer to just having a new interest or
attitude; rather it refers to having a completely changed life.

Is the new birth important? Such a question draws us to the words of our Lord Jesus and
the conversation He had with Nicodemus. The words of the Saviour are: I tell you the truth,
no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again (John 3:3b) and you must
be born again (John 3:7b). The clear implication of these words is that all true Christians are
born again. It is only those who have the new birth that have entry into the kingdom of God.




Accordingly, there is nothing more important than this. To be born again means that we have a
new life which will be enjoyed with God forever in heaven.

Should we call ourselves “Born Again Christians”? Using the term “Born Again
Christian” can be misleading. This is because it can infer that there are others who are just as
much Christians as ourselves, but do not call themselves “born again”. However, we must
make it clear that to be a true Christian we must be born again. Or, to put it the other way
around, if you are not born again then you are not a Christian; you have not seen the kingdom
of God and you are not on the narrow road which leads to eternal glory. So if we use the term
“Born Again Christian” let us be aware of the possible implications of speaking that way.

What is this new birth? It is the event whereby God, through His Spirit, brings new life
into the heart of a person. God says of our natural condition that we are dead in
transgressions and sins (Eph 2:1b). It is impossible for us to manufacture spiritual life
within ourselves. We need help from outside. This help comes from God and God alone. He
comes to make us new creatures by giving us a new nature. It is the new birth.

How does the new birth come about? Peter, in writing to the dispersed Christians,
says: For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring word of God (1 Pet. 1:23). From this statement we gather
that God always grants the new birth in association with the Word of God. The new birth comes
to those who hear the Word of God and, accepting that it is true, commit themselves to
following it. This means that we embrace the heart of the message of the Bible, the gospel.
Accordingly, the one who is born again recognizes who God is, confesses their sins and
believes in Jesus Christ as the Saviour who once died on the cross to take away their sins. John
draws the connection between belief and the new birth when he says of our Saviour that to all
who received him, to those who believed in his nhame, he gave the right to become
children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God (John 1:12-13).

This raises the question as to whether or not my faith leads to me being born again or results
from me being born again. If we are correctly handling the word of truth we recognize that the
new birth must come first. This is because, as we have established, the soul of man naturally
has no life towards God; we are dead. Without God working no man can repent and believe the
gospel. So the new birth must come before faith. However, practically speaking they happen
simultaneously. This is because everyone who is born again at that same instant believes in
Christ unto salvation. In speaking in this way we are really looking at the same thing from
different perspectives. One is the actual order; the new birth comes before faith. The other is
the order of experience; the new birth and faith come together.

How is the new birth shown? Quite simply the new birth is displayed by a new life. In
many ways the book of Ephesians deals with this change. As non Christians we followed the
ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath (Eph. 2:2-3). But now we are born
again we have put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness (Eph 4:24). Accordingly, if someone says they are born again the test of that
confession comes in observing the character of their life. A born again person displays, in the
generality of their life, a desire to be like God.

How can | know if | am born again? The answer here focuses on what are the signs of
new life in Christ. Do I love to read my Bible? Do I love to speak of the things of Christ? Do I
love to be in church? Do I love righteousness? Do I love to be with God's people? Do I
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of God? If we can say “yes” to these questions then
we can know that we are “born again”. And in knowing that we can glory with thankfulness in
all that God has done for us.
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