Feltham Evangelical Church Newsletter June 2008
A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith

Calendar
wic 25" May 14th 7.00.p.m. Feltham Bible Focus; Neil Richardson
25th 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper (Evangelism: Why bother?)
25th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) w/c 15" June
25th 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Diana Buah) 15th 9.30.a.m Prayer and Praise
28th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study 15th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) with
30th 9.30.a.m “Open House” Lord's Supper
w/c 1°t June 15th 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Sheila Hume)
1st 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper 18th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
1st 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) 20th 9.30.a.m “Open House”
1st 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Sheila Hume) wic 22" June
3rd 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse 22nd 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper
4th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study / Report (Dominic 22nd 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
Stockford) 22nd 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Trish Howard)
6th 9.30.a.m “Open House” 24th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
7th 10.30.a.m. Open Air 25th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study
w/c 8" June 27th 9.30.a.m “Open House”
8th 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper w/c 29" June
8th 11.00.a.m Morning Service (Istvan Salanki) 29th 9.30.a.m Lord's Supper
8th 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Daphne Henderson) 29th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables)
8th 1.p.m. Fellowship Lunch 29th 11.20.a.m. Sunday School (Daphne Henderson)
8th 2.p.m. Afternoon Service (Istvan Salanki) 1st (July) 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
10th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse 2nd 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
11th 7.30.p.m Prayer / Bible Study 4th 9.30.a.m “Open House”
13th 9.30.a.m “Open House” 5th 10.30.a.m. Open Air

News

Comfort Kalu has now qualified with a diploma in Child Care.
Chinwe Onwuemena now has full registration with the General Medical Council to practice as doctor in this country.

Lillian Kerr is presently in Aspen Ward at St Peters Hospital. Her breathing illness has become acute and hence she
has had to be hospitalized.

Virginia Nyas is now home from hospital. However, she is very restricted in her movement. Pray for Stan and Virginia
as they adjust to their new circumstances.

Diana Buah has been promoted in her work. She now has a supervisory role at Terminal 5.

May Lin Venables continues to suffer problems with her defective kidney. She had a stent removed on May 21%.
However, fluid is still not being flushed away properly and so consideration is being given to removing the kidney.

Notes

A _Child Protection Policy is in place for ourselves as church. If you would like to see a copy or find out more
information then please contact Trish.

Maintenance We are glad to have had the main hall refurbished. Now we look to have the back rooms re-decorated.
Work is due to start on this on 2™ June.

Flowers Trish continues to produce high quality decorations for the church building. If you would like to contribute
towards these please put your name on the noticeboard in the entrance hall and then pass your money to Trish shortly
before the date you have indicated.

The Lighthouse group continue to meet on Tuesday evening. We thank God for safe and happy times together and for
a good number of children who regularly attend. A special day is planned for 21% June when Sheila, Trish and Jean are
taking the older group up to Greenwich for the day.

Fellowship Lunch. On June 8" Istvan Salanki from the Hungarian Reformed Church in Hammersmith due to be with
us. He and his wife, Tunde, have a particular ministry to evangelize the Hungarians in London. At the afternoon service
he will give us some insights into their work. Between the two services we to plan to have bring-and-share lunch. We
look to our God to give us a good day of fellowship.

Open Air Work. On June 7th we plan to continue our Open Air Work in the Town Centre. We meet at the church
building at 10.30.a.m. to pray. We then plan to go and give out leaflets and preach in the town centre.

Feltham Bible Focus On June 14" Neil Richardson from Derby Road Baptist Church in Watford is due to be preaching.
The subject for study is “Evangelism: Why bother?” The meetings are open for all. Why not spend a Saturday evening
usefully with God's people listening to his Word.

Feltlowship with other churches is a very important aspect of church life. Feltham Bible Focus is one means for having
fellowship with those form other churches. In June there are two other opportunities. On June 4" Dominic Stockford is
coming to tell us about the work at Christ Church in Teddington. Then on 21 June at 7.p.m. We are invited to join
Hayes Town Chapel to hear Peter Robinson preach on “Christ the Good Shepherd and His sheep”.



Spiritual Notes Authority

We live in a society where there is a crisis of authority. Those in positions of authority such as policemen and teachers
were in the past treated with honour and respect. Nowadays such is so often not the case and many authority figures
find themselves mocked and scorned. Such a development has significant implications for the society we live in. In
fact we can say that it is one sign of a society which is fragmenting and becoming increasingly chaotic.

Amidst all this we need to remember that our God is not a God of disorder (1 Cor 14:33a). A society which is in
chaos is a society which has fallen under the judgment of God. We might long for an easier society in which to live.
However, such is not the case and God has appointed us for this time. We need then to think about how we, as
Christians, can honour God ordained authority in this rebellious age.

We need to start by making sure that God is honoured for who He is and recognized as the one who occupies the
throne of the universe. It is not a case of us placing Him in such a position because Jesus Christ is LORD of all (see
Acts 10:36). Rather, we should be living with God's sovereign rule as a permanent conscious reality in our lives. God
is the ultimate authority figure and needs to be treated as such. All breakdown in society is derived from a failure to
acknowledge God as having authority over our lives.

Flowing on from having God in the right place is the desire to have a right attitude towards Him. The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10a). We begin to operate wisely when we begin to fear the LORD.
What is at the heart of fearing the LORD? Embedded within the word “fear” are thoughts of reverence, of deep
respect and of acting so as not to displease. The eternal God is worthy of all respect. If we are truly disciples of the
LORD then a healthy fear of the LORD should pervade our lives.

In recognizing God's authority we have learnt that there are two key issues. Firstly, we need to recognize his position
of authority and secondly, we need to have full respect for Him in that position. Our perception of God and His
authority is the starting point for appreciating all other aspects of authority because all true authority is given by God.
As Paul puts it there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have
been established by God (Rom 13:1b). The primary reason why we have such disrespect for all authority in the UK
today is because people have rejected the ultimate authority figure; God Himself.

However, in the world in which we live God has established authority structures which we do well to honour. This is
because when we honour /respect God-established authority there is a sense in which we honour God Himself
because He set these structures in place. Let us consider four which we might suggest are the key ones.

In society Paul says in Romans 13:1a that everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities.
Peter underlines this truth when he exhorts his dispersed Christian readers to Submit yourselves for the Lord's
sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. (1
Peter 2:1 Let us therefore be careful how we speak about and how we act towards those in government and all in
authority positions such as judges, policemen, teachers and referees / umpires on the sports field. Let us be clear that
we do not necessarily respect each authority figure for their lifestyle, policies or decisions, but we give God honour
when we respect them for the positions they hold.

In the workplace In New Testament times the working environment was structured around the master / slave
relationship. Such is not the case today, but the principles involved in how the slave acted towards the master are the
same as those which the employee should show towards their employer. So Paul in Col 3:22 urges the Colossian
Christians slaves to obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you
and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. We notice here again how the
honouring of our workplace masters is a reflection of us honouring THE Master in heaven.

In the Family Parents are given authority over their children. Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right. "Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise—"that it
may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth” (Eph. 6:1-3). That is Paul's exhortation
to the children connected with the Ephesian congregation.

In the church Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who
must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no
advantage to you (Heb.13:17). How much pain and schism would have been prevented among God's people if this
exhortation had been heeded in the Lord's churches. We may not always agree with the elders of the church in the
decisions they reach on certain issues. However, we must show how we honour God by honouring the leadership He
has instituted in the church.

Ultimate authority then is with God. However, He has instituted authority in various realms and these authorities
should be honoured by ourselves. In fact, in many ways, we show how much we respect our God by how much we
respect the authority he has instituted. Moreover we should support authority. For example if a parent is disciplining
their child we should reinforce the position of the parent and not undermine it.

So we conclude that authority structures are so important because without them chaos soon starts to be seen. This is
all too visible in the society in which we live. So let us be those who fear God and show this by respecting authority as
given by Him.
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