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A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith 

Calendar
w/c 27th June
Sun 27th 9.30.am. - Prayer, Praise and Study 
(Philip Venables) 
Sun 27th  11.00.am. - Morning Worship (Lloyd 
Mushambadzi)
Sun 27th  5.00.pm. - Lord's Supper (Philip 
Venables)
Tues 29th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting
Wed 30th 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Acts
9:32-43)
Thurs 1st  6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Sat 3rd 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting
w/c 4th July
Sun 4th 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Philip 
Venables) 
Sun 4th  11.00.am. - Morning Worship. (Philip 
Venables)
Sun  4th  5.00.pm.  -  Evening  Worship  (Josh
Venables)
Tues 6th  9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Wed 7th  7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Acts 
10:1-23a)
Thurs 8th 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. 
Sat 10th 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting
w/c 11th July
Sun 11th   9.30.am. - Prayer, Praise and Study 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 11th 11.00.am. - Lord's Supper (Philip 
Venables)
Sun 11th 5.00.pm. - Evening Worship (Dmitri 
Filchev)

Tues 13th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Wed  14th 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study (Acts 
10:23b-48)
Thurs 15th 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Sat 17th 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting 
w/c 18th July
Sun 18th  9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Andrew 
Heron)
Sun 18th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. (Philip 
Venables)
Sun 18th 5.00.pm. - Evening Worship (Lloyd 
Mushambadzi)
Tues 20th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. 
Wed 21st  7.30.pm. - Missionary Prayer / Bible 
Study (Istvan Salanki).
Thurs 22nd 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. 
Sat 24th 8.30.am. - Ladies' Breakfast
Sat 24th 9.00.pm. - Prayer Meeting
w/c 25th July
Sun 25th  9.30.am. - Prayer, Praise and Study 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 25th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship (Philip 
Venables)
Sun 25th 5.00.pm. - Lord's Supper (Philip 
Venables)
Tues 27th   9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Wed 28th 7.30.pm. -  Prayer  /  Bible Study.  (Acts
11:1-18)
Thurs 29th 6.30 am. - Prayer Meeting
Sat 31st 9:00.pm. - Prayer Meeting

Notes
Ladies Breakfast We are due to have a breakfast for the ladies of the church on July 24 th

at 8.30.am. “Redeemed, Forgiven, Transformed: How should believing in Christ change
the way I think and live?”

Grace Tots This is due to commence in early September. On July 18th there is due to be a
meeting for anyone who is wanting to help out with Grace Tots in whatever capacity. This
will be preceded by a bring-and-share lunch. The lunch is only for those attending the
meeting.   

Use of Building The document which indicates the basis on which we are using the 
building at the present time can be found at 
http://www.felthamevangelicalchurch.org.uk/fec/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/Coronavirus-document-to-be-circulated-Updated-May-
2021.pdf

Evangelism For July we have no set times for going out evangelising. However, we do
plan to continue to go out. Arrangements are due to be made on a week-by-week basis.
So please watch-out for messages / notices. 

Butts Farm The prospect of planting a church on the Butts Farm Estate is still a desire.
Many contacts have been made, particularly on Canterbury Road. On the afternoon of
July 25th there is a further opportunity to get to know neighbours on the estate so please
pray for opportunities and fruit at that planned gathering.
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Spiritual Notes   Lots of Trouble

One thing that  is  clear  from any reading of  the book of  Acts  is  that  the Christians  were
regularly getting into trouble. And that trouble was not just a little bit of discomfort as regards
someone shunning them or being passed over for promotion at work. Rather this was life-
threatening discomfort. So we read, by way of example, of Paul's experience at Lystra in Acts
14:19: But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds,
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 

The thing that we must ponder upon as we observe this, is the fact that we in the UK at the
present time do not suffer to the same degree. So why is there the contrast? Is it the case that
times are different now and the persecution in the book of Acts was just restricted to the early
church? There is no indication in scripture, though, that we should expect any better reception
in the world than those early new testament believers did. And a study of church history and
awareness of the experience of brothers and sisters around the world will make us aware that
persecution continues apace and that such persecution is life-threatening persecution. 

In order to consider our situation at the present time in comparison to the book of the Acts it is
good  to  look  at  what  caused  the  violent  reaction  in  Acts.  Essentially,  it  was  the  faithful
proclamation of the gospel. The problem was the gospel. The believers proclaimed about the
need to turn from sin and submit to the risen Christ. The world is very happy to have people
living decent lives even to have them living christianaized decent lives. What they do not want
is people declaring that, and living with the awareness that Jesus is the Son of God who is Lord
of all. Such people are righteousness loving and sin hating people who will not deny their Lord.
Such people were the Christian believers in the book of Acts.  

In view of this we need to be making sure that we are the type of people and are the type of
church  who are  emulating these believers  in  Acts.  We must  preach Christ  and live  Christ
passionately. The outcome to such serving and living belongs to the Lord. However the truth
still stands that   “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5: 10). And again Indeed, all who desire to live
a godly life in Christ Jesus will  be persecuted  (2 Tim. 3:12). We must not expect  a
welcome and acceptance from the world; rather very much the reverse.

What we experience as we are faithful is in the Lord's hands. After all there were peaceful
times that the church in Acts experienced. And so we read So the church throughout all
Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the
fear  of  the  Lord  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  multiplied (Acts  9:31).
Notwithstanding this what we cannot ever expect is the approval of the world if we are being
faithful to our Lord.

It is one of the bizarre happenings among us as believers that we tend to think that someone
must  have  been  awkward,  bad-mannered  or  failed  in  some  other  way  when  they  are
persecuted. This may be the case. But such thinking reveals that we have a wrong perspective
on the expected response to faithful Christian witness. We should be expecting persecution
rather than being perplexed when it happens.

One danger we have in our present day is that rather than being rejected because of our
testimony for and to Christ we are rejected because of our stand for certain moral values. It is
important that we do make such stands. To uphold righteousness in respect of such issues as
abortion, child prostitution and LGBT+ issues is godly. However, the church in Acts suffered
because of its testimony to the risen Christ and not for keeping or fighting for certain moral
standards.

We do not know what lies ahead, but we should be careful to make sure that we do live
righteously. When we live in such a way we trust ourselves to the Lord and remember that
outcomes belong to the Lord. And Paul would remind us So, whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). If we live that way we should
not be surprised if we end up experiencing lots of trouble. 


