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Does God Heal Today?  A little question, but the cause of big disputes!  The whole issue of
healing has been a source of controversy among Christians particularly over these last fifty
years. There are claims of this and that, here and there, and the further you get from home
the more dramatic the claims seem to be!  But what we must do if we are to be God-
honouring believers in Christ, is to take time to consider what God says in His Word about 
this whole subject.

1.  Salvation

It  is good to initially focus on the things that really matter.  We all  have  a disease.  A
blinding, deafening, crippling, overwhelming disease and that disease is sin.  It is working
within  the  totality of  humanity to  bring  them to  death;  an  eternal  death.   The  LORD
develops this image most graphically when He speaks of the  nation of Israel,  through
Isaiah, in Isaiah 1:4-6:  “Woe to the sinful nation, a people whose guilt is great, a
brood of evildoers, children given to corruption! They have forsaken the LORD; they
have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him. Why should you
be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured,
your whole heart afflicted.  From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there
is  no  soundness—only  wounds  and  bruises  and  open  sores,  not  cleansed  or
bandaged or soothed with oil.” 

But praise be to God; there is cleansing for this disease.  There is medicine available and
there is a  guarantee of healing.  Peter  speaks  specifically of  this  when he says,  “He
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live
for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed”  (1 Pet.  2:24).   Peter is
writing to Christians and as regards the matter of their  sins, he now says that they have
been completely healed.  100%; job done!  Praise the LORD!  The disease that condemns
all to hell, sin, has now been healed in the believer's  life.  And now most gloriously we
have been made fit for God's holy heavenly presence.  The achievements of our Saviour
on the cross bring spiritual healing, that is cleansing of sins, for all who will believe.

2.   Our Transformed Bodies

But what does all this mean as regards to our bodies?  As we view things today God is not
primarily interested in our bodies.  Rather, He is interested in the prospering of our souls.
He has brought us eternal  salvation and now He wants us to,  “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18).   His main aim for us in
this time is for our spiritual  growth; not bodily growth.  Peter, again says to us that we
should, “like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
up in your salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).  We need the milk of the Word for our spiritual growth.

But,  whilst God is not  primarily interested in  our bodily condition in this age, He is most
certainly interested in our bodies.  Our souls are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ,
but now we await the redemption of our bodies.  Paul says to the Roman believers, “we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly
for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23).  And again
Paul says to the Philippians that, “our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a
Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  who, by the power that enables Him to
bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will
be like his glorious body” (Phil. 3:20-21).

Might I say that if God does not ultimately deal with our bodies, then Satan would always
have accusation to make against Him.  As man is constituted with a spiritual element and a
physical element, a total salvation must deal with both.  In glory we will have new bodies
totally suited to the heavenly realm (see 1 Cor. 15:35-49). John says in Rev. 21:3-4, “And
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Look! God's dwelling-place is now
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among the people, and He will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God
Himself will be with them and be their God. “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.'  No more wheel-chairs and no more colds found in heaven.
Flu a thing of the past and all cancers gone and gone forever.

3. Does The Work Of The Cross Heal Our Sicknesses As Well As Our Sins?

We must be very clear that the cross of our Lord Jesus is an event where He deals with
sin.  Paul says, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we
might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).  At Calvary our Lord bears the
judgment against our sins as our substitute. Paul further expresses it like this: “the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

This obviously is logical when we consider that the essential problem of mankind is that of
sin.  Paul presents the heart of the transforming gospel message when he compares the
consequences of the work of Adam with those of the work of Christ.  “Consequently just
as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act
resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the disobedience
of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the
one man the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:18-19).

As we look at the unfolding story at the beginning of Genesis we see that sin was the root
cause of all  the marring of paradise.  Now Christ  has died to strike the decisive blow
against this root cause.  And because of the triumph of His cross a process is now set in
motion whereby all the consequences of the fall are reversed.  Peter can, thereby, say that
in the end, “in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and
a new earth, where righteousness dwells” (2 Pet.  3:13).  Our LORD, on the basis of
His finished work at Calvary, is now restoring that which He did not take away (see Ps.
69:4b). And one of the things He will restore ultimately is the physical health of His people.
On account of the cross, this is guaranteed.

At this point we may make mention of our Saviour's words in Matthew 8:16-17, where
Matthew  says,  “When  evening  came,  many  who  were  demon-possessed  were
brought to Him, and He drove out the spirits with a word and healed all who were ill.
This was to fulfill  what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 'He took up our
infirmities and bore our diseases."  Reading these words at face value, surely leads
one to the conclusion that the fulfillment of Isaiah prophecy is found here in the LORD's
miracles.

Brian Edwards points out that the word for carry away is bastazo and this never refers to
Christ's sacrifice at the cross.  He further says: “Neither Matthew 8:17 nor Isaiah 53:4 refer
to the cross. So we cannot use these verses to claim that every Christian must be healed
perfectly and immediately because Christ carried all our diseases on the cross” (1).  The
Lord's ministry in Matthew 8 vindicates His claim to Messiahship (see below at p.8), but
has nothing to do with His cross-work where He once-and-for-all deals with the sin issue.

Accordingly, it is best not to say that there is healing for our bodies in the saving work of
our LORD on the cross.  The disease of sin is cured in the cross.  So what we can rather
say, is that healing does come through the work of our LORD on the cross.  We say this
because the saving of our souls from sin will ultimately bring about total healing of our
bodies in the future when we reach our heavenly home.  We cannot claim present healing
on account of the work of our LORD on the cross, but we can look forward to future bodily
healing.
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4.   The Connection Between The Cross And Our Healing

It is worthwhile though, to emphasise that there is a close connection between the saving
of our souls and the healing of our bodies. 

Man, when he was created by God, was created in the image of God.  Moses says, “So
God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male
and female He created them” (Gen. 1:27).  Man in totality, body and soul, was created in
the image of God.  Accordingly, we can expect that the healing of our souls at the cross, is
closely connected with the healing of our bodies. 

A pattern for this observation is set with the Exodus of the nation of Israel from Egypt.  This
is  the classic  Old Testament event  which shows redemption from bondage.   After  the
people  have  been  delivered  (salvation)  we  have  this  passage  in  Exodus  15:25b-26,
“There the LORD issued a ruling and instruction for them and put them to the test.
He said, 'If you listen carefully to the LORD your God and do what is right in his
eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all His decrees, I will not bring
on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who
heals you.'" 

We are not to take this as prescribing what we look for today because it is specific to the
nation of Israel in specific circumstances.  But it does give an illustration of the connection
between salvation and healing.

In respect of our situation today we can say that the connection remains, but the time
period over which it is realized is extended beyond this life into eternity.  Our new bodies
are secured in the saving of our souls from the contamination of sin, but they will only be
obtained in glory

5.   Spiritual Growth

But let us  return to our present position.  We are redeemed people, but we very much
know what it is to have weakness and sickness in the body.  If we go back to the goal God
has for us, which is spiritual growth, then we can start to  realize that God is the Master
Worker who uses all means to refine us so that our lives might  better display  His glory.
The image is presented in Malachi 3:3 as follows, “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; He will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD
will  have  men  who  will  bring  offerings  in  righteousness.”   The  refining  process
operates to remove impurities.  When the process nears its end, the image of the refiner
starts to be reflected in the purified metal.  Paralleling this, God uses all means, including
the afflictions of life, to bring us into a position of displaying the character of Himself and
His Son.

The  psalmist enlightens us here when he says,  “Before I was afflicted I went astray,
but now I  obey your word” (Psalm 119:67).  Paul  also says, “we also glory in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God's
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,  who has been
given to us” (Rom. 5:2b-5).  It is good at this point, to look at a real life example of how
God has worked in a major way in someone's life through disability.  This is the story of the
life of Joni Eareckson Tada.

Joni was a bright athletic girl of 17 who dived into Chesapeake Bay and broke her neck.
The result was several years of absolute despair and frustration and unable to move any
muscle in her body.  She could not  even be successful  in killing herself.  However her
Christian faith changed her total outlook. The book ‘Joni’ which was published in 1976 was
her  best  selling autobiography.  In  it  she is  splendidly  honest  about  her  struggles with
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despair “Why can’t they just let me die?” she asked. When she  realized that she would
never walk again or use her arms or be able to marry her boyfriend she was bewildered
and angry and she felt betrayed by God. Her friend Diana said, ‘the past is dead, Joni, you
are alive.’ ‘Am I?’ Joni responded, ‘this isn’t living.’ Her boyfriend left her.

But Joni re-evaluated the fundamental meaning of life. She decided that life was more
than mobility, that living was to be fulfilled with other talents and abilities, which were latent
within her. She started to develop what has become an extraordinary skill in drawing and
painting  with  her  mouth.  She  also  gained  a  spiritual  perspective  coming  to  see  her
paralysis as only temporary, and that one day by God’s grace she will receive a new and
glorious body. Meanwhile, her chair is a tool to fashion her to become more like Jesus
Christ. On one occasion Joni told 2000 young people, “God transformed an immature and
headstrong  teenager  into  a  self  reliant  young  woman  who  is  learning  to  rejoice  in
suffering” (2).

6.   God's Fatherly Care

We must see in all these things that God is our Father and wants the best for us.  To know
God is the essence of life and NOT to have perfect health.  Job got to the heart of the
situation when he said, “though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him” (Job 13:15a).  Such
is an awesome statement when we consider the implications.  Job was so “sold-out” to
God that He realised God had sovereign rights to do anything with him that He wanted.
And therefore knowing that God was good he committed himself into God's hands with a
determination that even if God took his life he would still trust Him.

We must be aware that God could heal us of any and every disease instantaneously.  He
could take us all to heaven straight away.  But He has left us here for a purpose.  We are
here to  show the power of  the grace of God in all  the circumstances of  life including
sickness.

God knows, God loves and God cares and in all things we can come before him.  We can
be just like Mary and Martha when they laid their  brother's case before the Lord saying,
"Lord, the one you love is ill" (John 11:3).  Let us remember He is LORD.  He knows
what is best.  So we remember Paul and his thorn in the flesh, “Three times I pleaded
with the Lord to take it away from me. But He said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness'" (2 Cor. 12:8-9).  Let us prayerfully
bring all  our concerns before the LORD  including our illnesses, but remember that He
knows what is best.  So we pray everything according to His will.  “Your will be done”
(Matt.6:10b) is our cry to our Father, according to the LORD'S pattern of prayer.

We must  emphasise  here  though,  that  Gods'  mercies  are  shown  in  that  through  our
prayers He at times chooses to graciously bring healing.  For myself, on holiday with my
two eldest  boys back in  June 2007,  I  was one night  waylaid  with  stomach problems.
Beseeching the LORD about this led to a real sense at some time past midnight that God
was intervening to take the problem away.  This is what thence happened.  The goodness
of God was known.

It must be emphasized, though, that the healing we receive in this life is not something we
can claim as a promise to  us on account  of  our  Saviour  giving His life on the cross.
Rather, it is one of the many many ways in which our Father shows His tender interest in
us. 

7.   Using Means To Bring Healing

But whilst praying and being aware of God's providential good hand we need to engage in
proper action to counteract sickness.  God gives medicine and doctors for our benefit.
Remember “Our dear friend Luke, the doctor” (Col.4:14a), was never told to give up His
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profession because he was now a Christian. Paul told Timothy to use some medicine in
the form of wine for his stomach problem (see 1 Tim. 5:23a).  However, whilst using the
means of healing that God has given we must remember to trust in the LORD.  King Asa
went  wrong  not because  he  sought  the  physicians,  but  because  he  only sought  the
physicians (see 2 Chron. 16:12).

It is so important to  realize that all healing is ultimately from God.  Dr C Everett Koop,
former Surgeon General in the United States, said:

I don't know how many operations I actually performed in my surgical career. I know I
performed 17,000 of one type, 7,000 of another.... patients were coming to me from all
over the world. And one of the things that endeared me to the patients was the way my
incisions healed.

These “invisible” scars became a trademark. But was I a healer? ...

I was the one who put the edges together, but it was God who coagulated the serum. It
was God who sent  the  fibroblasts  across  the  skin  edges.  It  was God who made the
collagen, and there were probably about fifty other processes which you and I will never
know. But did God come down and instruct the fibroblasts to behave that way?

In a sense, he did. But He did it through his natural laws, just the way he makes the grass
grow, the rain fall, the earth quake. The question then, is not, Does God heal? Of course
he heals!  We are concerned with this question: granted that God heals,  is it  normally
according to natural laws or an interruption of those laws (i.e. a miracle)? (3)

Accordingly  when you cut your finger and the wound heals we can say that God heals.
This is healing according to natural processes and not miraculous healing, but it IS healing
and we should not forget that.  And it is healing which is accomplished by God.

8.   Caring For One Another

It is good to remember that caring for one another and helping one another involves being
concerned for each others health. John writes to Gaius and says,  “Dear friend, I pray
that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, just as you are
progressing spiritually” (3 John 2).  Let us remember to care for one another and in so
doing we can help in the whole process of healing in which God engages.

We show our love for one another by how we respond to their illnesses.  One of the great
demonstrations of care is found with the Good Samaritan (see Luke 10:30-35). “He (the
good Samaritan) went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he put the  man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of
him.” (v34).

We very  happily  support  those,  thereby who  are  involved  in  the  healing  professions.
According to God's ways in common grace they are displaying something of God's care
and interest for the best welfare of people. 

9.   Healing Through The Elders Prayer

At this point it is worthwhile to look at the passage in James 5:13-20.  This passage among
many other things teaches how the church, through the elders cares for one of it's sick
members.  And as a result how that church member is healed.  So we read in v15, “the
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up.”
However, we have to be very careful about the context here. Let us note a few things:

 If a  member of the church is sick the normal course would be for the elders to visit.
Here it appears that the sick has refused a visit, but now they have changed their mind.
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Previously they had not wanted to be in the presence of righteousness, in the form of
the  elders.   Now they  have  had  a  change  of  heart.   The  call  of  the  elders  is  a
demonstration of their repentance.

 It is the elders who are called.  To be an elder you must be righteous in character. V.16
notes  that  “the  prayer  of  a  righteous  person  is  powerful  and  effective.”   The
effective prayer here comes from the elders and they must be righteous in order to bring
forth effective prayer.

 The elders do not provoke the visit, but are called by the sick person.

 There  appears  to  be  a  connection between the  illness  and committed  sin  (4).   So
confession  leads  not  only  to  healing,  but  forgiveness.   At  the  end  of  v.15  some
authorities say it should read “and even though he has committed sins; there will be
forgiveness” (5).

It seems here then, that there is someone who wants nothing to do with the elders of the
church  because  their  sin  is  shown  up  by  the  elders righteousness.   They  come  to
repentance though, and call the elders.  As a repentant person they are now happy to be
in  the  presence  of  righteousness.   The  elders  come  and  pray  in  faith  knowing  the
repentant heart of the individual.  The anointing with oil demonstrates the care of God in
both the physical medicinal realm and spiritual realm as oil can symbolise the Holy Spirit.
And gloriously both healing and forgiveness flow. 

Accordingly, in the passage there seems to be the natural operation of the laws of healing
(note  the presence  of  the  oil)  and  something  supernatural  (note  the  granting  of
forgiveness).

Let us read about an experience of Chuck Swindoll:

“The person who was seriously  ill  was a believer  who happened to  be  the  wife  of  a
medical doctor. She suffered from terrible, almost-unbearable pain all  across her back.
Physicians  could  not  find  a  cause.  Several  competent  orthopedic  specialists  worked
together on her case, all to no avail.

Her incredible pain had led the physicians to begin intense medication that could become
habit-forming and her husband was very concerned, naturally, as she was. Finally they
hospitalized the woman. Because we were longtime friends, she contacted me and asked
“I  wonder... if you could get together a group of elders from the church and if several of
you could come and pray.” I responded, “Certainly we'll come.” And we went, about six or
seven of us.

We walked into her hospital room on a Sunday night following the evening service. She
was in such pain she could hardly talk. “I don't know what I'm going to do,” she said. “I'm
getting desperate.... What can we do?” I replied, “We can do what God instructed us to
do... pray. We will pray that if it is His sovereign will, he will save you, restore you, raise
you up!

We closed the door, turned the lights down, and several of us dropped to our knees and
began to pray. I finished my prayer by pleading with God to bring relief and, if it was his
will, to bring full restoration. As another man began to pray, the woman reached down and
touched me on the shoulder. She was pushing on me, as if she wanted to say something. I
reached over to the man who was praying and took him by the knee and held tightly, as if
to say, “Wait a minute.” He stopped. Spontaneously, she said, “Excuse me for interrupting,
but the pain is all gone.” And she began to weep. Several of us wept as well. We were so
grateful to God at that moment.

“I must tell you all of something,” the woman said, as she sat up in bed - something she
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had not been able to do for days. Actually, I think she could have gotten up and walked out
of the hospital, stepped into her car, and driven home that night. The pain was completely
gone. She said, “I need to tell you something about my life.” Quietly, yet without hesitation,
she began to unfold a story of sin that had been part of her lifestyle. It is not necessary
that I go into the details... only to say that she had been living a life of deception before us
as well as before her family. But there had been something compelling about our prayer
and the sincerity  of  our faith  gathered around her  that  brought  her  to such a burning
awareness of her sin, she couldn't even let us finish. God heard her prayer of confession
and desire for repentance. (6)

10.   Miraculous Healing

Many think that the Bible is one long catalogue of miraculous healings by God.  However,
there are only three groupings throughout Scripture.  The first is with Moses, the second is
with Elijah and Elisha and the third is with our blessed LORD Jesus and His apostles.  It is
interesting, and very noteworthy, that each is closely associated with a new epoch in God's
giving of revelation in His Word.  Moses gave the law, Elijah and Elisha are connected with
the prophets and our LORD and His apostles gave the New Testament.  It is helpful then
to immediately be directing our thinking along these lines.  This is particularly pertinent as
we now have the final revelation in Christ.  The writer to the Hebrews says, “In the past
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son”  (Hebrews 1:1-2a).
Accordingly  we  can  reasonably  reach  the  conclusion  that  because  there  is  no  more
revelation there is no need for miracles to confirm that revelation.

Let us then come to look at the issue of  miraculous healing.  Miraculous healing can be
defined as “the complete and immediate cure of a disease or disability which cannot be
explained by natural processes of healing”.  

So what of the miracles undertaken by the Lord and His apostles?  With regard to the
miracles of the LORD these were the great indicator from heaven that the Special One had
come.  When John was doubting whether Jesus was the Messiah the Lord sent the reply,
"Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight,
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor” (Luke 7:22).  And  again the
LORD says to those who are having trouble accepting that He is the Son of God, “even
though  you  do  not  believe  me,  believe  the  works,  that  you  may  know  and
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father" (John 10:38).

Through His miraculous acts God made it clear to all in heaven, on earth and under the
earth that this was His beloved Son.  Similarly, He marked out the apostles in their role of
laying the foundation for the new regime introduced by the coming of our LORD.  So Paul
says to the Corinthians,  “I persevered in demonstrating among you the marks of a
true apostle,  including signs,  wonders and miracles” (2  Cor.  12:12).   We need to
notice in this context  that  when Eutychus fell  from the window in Acts 20:7-12 all  the
healers in Troas did not crowd around to heal Eutychus.  Rather, they had to wait for Paul
to come down (v10). 

We also must note that as the New Testament era progresses the ability of the apostles to
perform miracles decreases.  So Paul says in 2 Tim 4:20 that he had left Trophimus at
Miletus sick.  He also, as we have seen, recommended wine as a kind of medicine to help
Timothy's “tummy troubles”.  Also any reasonable view of the book of Acts shows how the
mention  of  miracles  is  far  more  prevalent  in  the  opening  chapters than  in  the  latter
chapters. 

But you might  ask what  of  John 14:12? In this verse we read  “Very truly I  tell  you,
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whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” Again let us unpack this
a little:

 The Upper Room Ministry from John 14-16 is all about preparing the disciples for living
and ministering after Jesus our LORD has returned to heaven.

 The apostles who were there did go out and do things of a similar ilk to what the LORD
had been doing.

 The fact that the LORD was going to heaven, to the Father, meant that the Spirit would
come.  The Lord says, “It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away,
the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you” (John 16:7).

 The coming of the Spirit  would lead to a  time when He would  eternally dwell in His
people (see John 14:17).

 This would come about through the preaching of the Word of Truth.  This is the greater
work of v12. The preaching of the gospel which brings eternal salvation.

When we give out a gospel leaflet or speak to someone of the Saviour and they come to
find eternal salvation in Christ then we are doing one of these greater works.  The greater
works are not miraculous healings.  To suggest such is in many ways to hint at blasphemy.
How can we be doing greater healings than those achieved by our LORD? 

The question might be raised at this juncture concerning the “gifts of healing” referred to
in 1 Cor. 12:9,28 and 30.  Again let us make some observations here:

 The church in Corinth was in many ways the most chaotic to which Paul wrote.  It would
seem strange then to want to emulate some of the things that were going on there
particularly since none of the other churches are said to have had “gifts of healing”. 

 The gifts are placed in a passage where many of the gifts referred to were part of the
passing  sign  gifts  given to  vindicate  God's  new venture  in  establishing  the  church.
Verse 28 shows various types of these passing gifts. “And God has placed in the
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then
gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance,  and of different kinds of tongues.”

11.  Present Day Claims 

What are we to make then of all the claims there are for miraculous healing today?  The
claims  have  come  thick-and-fast  over  the  past  fifty  years.   Kathryn  Kuhlmann,  Oral
Roberts, John Wimber, Benny Hinn and Morris Cerullo to name but a few have claimed all
kinds of things.

It  is  interesting  that  this  period has  coincided with  the  development,  in  society,  of
materialism and consumerism.  So people have learned that if they wanted it they could
have it and even should have it.  And the “it” could be any manner of things.  This attitude,
no doubt, crossed over into church affairs so if you named it you could claim it.  Behind
this there is, I suggest, a  worldly perspective which pampers to self.  God becomes the
one who does me good;  He makes me feel nice.  This is really a blasphemous emphasis
when we remember that we deal with the Almighty Lord God to whom we owe everything.
It is His glory that we should seek.

A key issue is that of faith.  Faith is like a pipeline which allows the blessings of God to flow
into our lives.  Through faith we obtain what God wants for our lives.  However, the “faith”
ministries of such as Kenneth Copeland and Kenneth Hagin focus on me obtaining from
God what I want for my life.  God becomes my convenience; this is a worldly principle. 

Also with regard to these modern healers (so called) check them out according to biblical
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standards.  Do their “miracles” really match up to those performed by the Lord and His
apostles?  Do they match up to the definition we gave above of what is a miraculous
healing?  What a bout their characters; are they godly, humble people?  Why aren't they
clearing the hospitals of all the sick?  If they were we could possibly take notice.  

And finally on this issue and perhaps most soberingly, what of the consequences of their
teachings?  Let us consider the following account.

Larry  and Alice Parker  wanted God's  best  for  their  family  of  six.  But  their  oldest  son
suffered from diabetes and regularly received insulin injections. When Daniel Badilla held
special services in their Barstow, California church, the Parkers “walked the aisle” with
eleven-year-old Wesley. They sincerely sought a healing miracle. 

The preacher pronounced Wesley healed. Larry joyfully entered “Praise God our son is
healed!” into Wesley's insulin log. But Wesley's next insulin test indicated differently. Yet by
faith the Parkers claimed the healing and blamed the unexpected insulin results on Satan.

Shortly afterward, Wesley began to suffer the nausea and severe stomach cramps that
predictably indicate low insulin. Larry and Alice postponed medical treatment and sought
God's continued healing power through prayer. In spite of their sincere faith, Wesley fell
into  a  coma  and  died  three  days  later.  Newsweek  magazine  reported  the  tragedy
nationally (7).

12.  CONCLUSION

So does God heal today?  “Yes” and “no” must be the answer to that question.  All healing
is of  God, but we  cannot expect all  the kinds of healing  recorded in the Bible.  Let us
remember though, the greatest healing is that of the soul with eternal salvation.  And one
day the healing of our frail bodies will be complete when we obtain the redemption of our
bodies in heaven.

And finally let us consider an amazing testimony which gives some insight into what God is
doing most specially today for His people.

About five or six years ago, when staying in Birmingham for a short time I was asked by
some Christian friends to go to Dudley in Worcestershire, to see Robert P., an invalid, who
was also a Christian. I consented to do so and shall never, I think, forget my visit.

It has been my lot, at times, to see much suffering in connection with the most painful
diseases. I have seen poor bodies tortured and racked by pain and disease that neither
pen nor tongue could describe. I have seen limbs distorted and certain organs destroyed
and rendered useless in very poor patients by painful diseases. But I doubt if I ever saw
(save perhaps in one other case) such an instance of accumulated sufferings of the most
terrible kind in anyone, as I found in Robert P.. 

At the time of my visit he was 38 years of age, and had been ill for 10 years. He evidently
had been a tall, fine man; but now he was in a most pitiable condition. He was bent down
almost double, his face turned towards his chest, with his chin pressing hard upon his
breastbone, so that for two years, he had seen nothing but the light. His jaws were so
locked that he could only take food the thickness of a penny, which had to be slipped in
between his teeth. His limbs were not only deformed, but also completely useless to him.
He could only move two fingers when I saw him; all the rest of the body was as immovable
as if it had been carved in wood.

Thankfully he still had his hearing and speech and he used these fully. He also had a heart
completely at rest and fully satisfied - for he had Christ there - and he used his tongue to
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speak of the love and mercy of his gracious God who gave his son for sinners, and of that
blessed Lord Jesus Christ who had filled his soul with sunshine.

Some time after I had seen him, he lost his ability to see because of the ravages of the
dire disease he was suffering from. So, physically, he was to sit in darkness, for the rest of
his days on earth. As well as this, the two fingers that he had been able to move before
were now just as rigid as the rest of his body. While he was in this state, and close to
death, he asked a friend to write the following lines for him.

Once I could see, but never again shall I behold the verdant plain,

Jeweled with flowers of colours bright, bathed in a flood of golden light.

The birds, the brilliant butterflies, these all in thought before me rise;

The shining rivulet, whose song comes sweetly murmuring along;

The sky, the grass, the trees, all waving, glancing in the breeze-

I see them pictured in my mind but there alone for I am blind.

Blind, did I say? How can that be? Since I, by faith, my Saviour see

Exalted on the throne above, beaming with mercy, grace and love.

A view like this is better far than sun, or moon, or glittering star,

Or glowing landscape, sunny skies, or sight that's fair to mortal eyes.

I thank my God that He has put a veil before  mine eyes, and shut

All earthly objects from my sight and Christ revealed in glory bright.

Henceforth my word shall ever be – once I was blind, but now I see (8).
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