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Calendar

w/c 29th December
Sun 29th  9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Josh 
Venables)
Sun 29th  11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 29th 6.00.pm. to 9.30.pm. - “At 
Home” at Mark and Laura's
Tues 31st 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting
Tues   31st 5.00.pm  to  8.30.pm  -  New
Years Eve Party
Thurs 2nd  6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (at 
Philip and May Lin's).
Sat 4th 11:00.am. - Evangelism.
w/c 5th January (Week of Prayer and 
Fasting)
Sun 5th 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Philip 
Venables) 
Sun 5th  11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Lloyd Mushambadzi – Sacrificial Love)
Sun 5th  5.30.pm. - Together 
Mon 6th 7.30.pm. - Prayer Meeting (at 
Mark and Laura's)
Tues 7th  9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Wed 8th  7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study 
(David Henderson)
Thurs 9th 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. (at 
Philip and May Lin's)
Thurs 9th. 7.30.pm. - Prayer Meeting. (at 
Zach and Amy's)
Fri 10nh 9.15.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Fri 10th 10.00 am. to 12.00.pm. - Open 
House.
Fri 10th 5.30.pm. to 7.30.pm. - Family 
Night 
Fri 10th 7.30.pm. - Prayer Meeting
Sat 11th 9.00.am. - Prayer Meeting (at 
Philip and May Lin's)
w/c 12th January
Sun 12th   9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Peter
Mead)
Sun 12th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Peter Mead – Trinitarian Love)
Sun 12th 1.00.pm. - Fellowship Lunch.

Tues 14th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Tues 14th 8.00.pm. - Leadership Meeting
Wed  15th 7.30.pm. - Mission Prayer / 
Bible Study (2 Cor. 10:1-11)
Thurs 16th 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting (at 
Andrew and Brenda's) 
Thurs 16th 7.30 pm. - Church Members 
Meeting.
Fri  17th 10.00 am. to 12.00.pm. - Open 
House.
Sat 18th 8.00.am. - Ladies Breakfast
w/c 19th January
Sun 19th  9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Philip 
Venables)
Sun 19th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Philip Venables; A Willing Love)
Sun 19th 5.30.pm. - Equip (1 Chronicles)
Tues 21st 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. 
Wed 22nd  7.30.pm. -  Prayer / Bible Study 
(Zach Mollallegn)
Thurs 23rd 6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting. 
(Zach and Amy's)
Fri  24th  10.00. am. to 12.00.pm. - Open 
House.
Fri 24th 9.00.pm to midnight - REVIVE
Sat 25th 5.00.pm. to 7.30.pm. Home; 
Jeremy Walker
w/c 26th January
Sun 26th  9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. (Philip
Venables)
Sun 26th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship 
(Philip Venables; Persevering Love) 
Tues 28th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Tues 28th 8.00.pm. - Leadership Meeting.
Wed 29th 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible Study.
(2 Cor. 10:12-11:4)
Thurs 30th 6.30 am. - Prayer Meeting (at
Mark and Laura's)
Friday 31st 10.00 am. to 12.00.pm. - Open
House.
Sat  1st (February) 11:00.am. - Evangelism



Notes
Preaching  The preaching at the 11.00 service for the first seven Sundays of
the year is under the theme: “No Greater Love than that of Jesus our Lord”.
The desire through these messages is to saturate us in the wonderful love of
our  Lord Jesus.  And as  we understand something of  His  love we will  be
encouraged as to how we should show love ourselves. 

Home On January 25th we host our “Home” event. This is to stir us in our
anticipation of the glorious future we have as believers in Jesus Christ; that
we  will  be  “Home”  forever  with  the  Lord.  Jeremy  Walker  is  due  to  be
preaching.

Together  is on the evening of the first Sunday of the month. This month it is
January 5th when we plan to look at together at the issues of how we relate
to one another through pour sins and difficulties.

Fellowship Lunch  On 12th  January we intend to have a bring-and-share
fellowship lunch together.  

Ladies Breakfast On January 18th there is opportunity for the ladies of the
church to share breakfast together. This starts at 8.00.am.  

New Year's Eve  On December 31st we are due to have a Church Family New
Years Eve party together.  We plan to have some games, food, a concert and
a  time  of  worship  and  prayer.   If  you  have  any  item  you  would  like  to
contribute  to  the  concert  please  tell  Philip  beforehand.   The  party
commences at 5.00.p.m. and is due to finish at 8.30.p.m.

Church Members Meeting  A meeting is arranged for church members on
January 16th at 7.30.pm.  Pray that we might have a good time of fellowship
as we consider the life of the church together. 

Equip  This month (postponed from last month) we look at 1 Chronicles in
our journey through the Old Testament History Books.  

Week of Prayer and Fasting This is due to be during the week commencing
on January 5th:

• As we move into the new year this gives us an opportunity to pour out
our  hearts  in prayer  to God,  desiring that  He might glorify  Himself
among us.  See calendar for the details of when and where the prayer
meetings are due to take place. 

• Two key themes are to be before us as we seek the Lord; Unity and
Direction. We want to be bound together in the Lord. 

• As we give ourselves and our church to the Lord we intend to fast as
well. On Sunday and Monday we intend to fast from Social Media and



on Thursday from all  food. 
• All this is with a view to having the Lord with us in all our ways. 

The Feltham Journey  As we enter 2020 we continue with our two year plan
to  read  through  the  whole  Bible.  “The  Feltham  Journey”  gives  a  great
opportunity to get the reading of Scripture into our daily lives.  The reading
plans are in the entrance hall at church if you want to get involved in the
reading plan.

Spiritual Notes  

Fellowship

We lose so much in our understanding of scripture when we do not place a
passage in it's context. One such passage is that of Luke 1:46-56 which give us
Mary's song, commonly known as her Magnificat. When we see it in its context
there is much to instruct us from the Lord.

The phrase  And Mary said (Luke 1: 46a) should immediately make us aware
that what is ahead is founded upon what has just gone before. So what has just
gone  before?  It  is  the  meeting  between  two "with  child"  ladies,  Mary  and
Elizabeth (see Luke 1:39-45).

Mary is with child and unmarried and culturally that was unacceptable. If left to
experience unhindered exposure to the world around her, she would have been
scorned, mocked and despised as murmurings of suspicion abounded. But with
Elizabeth she is with a godly lady. Luke 1:6 says of her and her husband that
they  were  both  righteous  before  God,  walking  blamelessly  in  all  the
commandments and statutes of the Lord.  In visiting Elizabeth, Mary came
into the presence of a lady who understood what  had happened to her.  She
understood how her situation did not come about because of sinful activity, but
because of God's intervention. Accordingly, as they shared time together there
was joy (see v44) and an appreciation of God's plan (see vv42-43) and above all
there was the Holy Spirit (see v41). How precious these times with Elizabeth
must have been for Mary in all her “with child” vulnerability. Naturally, she
might have been inclined to indulge selfish feelings about all the problems that
were coming into her life because of “this thing” she now found in her womb.
But no; it was so much the reverse. Mary's song reveals where her heart is. The
song is full of joy and praise.

The Magnificat is soaked in themes from the Old Testament. This is no doubt
an indication of how Mary had stored away the Word in her heart  over the



years.  But  surely  also  of  how she  and  Elizabeth  would  share  in  the  Word
together in their time together. When Elizabeth says And why is this granted
to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? (v43), she must be
reflecting the things in the Old testament which spoke of how Messiah would
be born of a virgin (see Isaiah 7;14 for example). In her Magnificat Mary picks
up this theme when she says for he who is mighty has done great things for
me, and holy is his name (v49).

The Old testament underpinning of the song is seen in other ways. It can be
seen that it is framed so much like that of Hannah's song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10.
There is also the appreciation of God's enduring promises to Abram (see Luke
1:55).

With this Old Testament background there are two key themes which emerge in
the detail of the song. These are Mary's humility and the glory of the Lord.
When we are enjoying wholesome fellowship with other believers these two
themes will be emerging in our hearts, So in the song Mary wants to magnify
the Lord (see v56b). She speaks of the Lord's might in v49. She outlines the
basic principles that God delights to bring the proud strong, mighty and rich
down. Whilst He exalts the poor, weak and hungry (see vv51-53). 

God's set purpose for the ages is also brought out in vv54-55. All of this flows
out of a heart captivated by God and His salvation. Her first statement is  My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  (46b-
47a). 

In the background is the experience of joyous fellowship between Mary and
Elizabeth. Here are two ladies of faith sharing together; a younger one and an
older one. They seem to have different characters as well. The older one seems
to  be  somewhat  loud  and  demonstrative  whilst  the  younger  is  quieter  and
calmer.  But  they  came  together  and  out  of  their  fellowship  we  have  the
Magnificat. It is always great to see younger sisters in Christ getting together
with older ones to bring blessing to each other.

We need to think much about this as regards to our own engagement with one
another. Are we knowing in our interactions together something of what Mary
and Elizabeth enjoyed? If we are, then as we move into 2020, we will know that
there are going to be some glorious outcomes among us.

Finally the last statement recorded of Elizabeth is to encourage Mary in her
faith.  She  says:  And blessed  is  she  who believed  that  there  would  be  a
fulfilment  of  what  was  spoken  to  her  from  the  Lord.”  (v45).  What  an
encouragement from the Lord this must have been to Mary. She was doing the



right thing in trusting the Lord regardless of the difficulties it led her into. Why
not encourage someone today. You never know it might lead to something big
in God's purpose. Elizabeth's encouragement led to the Magnificat. What could
you lead to through your encouragement? 


