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Calendar
w/c 24th November
Sun 24th  9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. 
(Dmitri Filchev)
Sun 24th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship.
(Philip Venables)
Tues 25th  9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Tues 25th 8.00.pm. - Leadership 
Meeting
Wed 26th 7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible 
Study (2 Cor. 8:16-9:5)
Thurs 28th  6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting 
(at Philip and May Lin's).
Fri  29th  10.00 am. to 12.00.pm. - Open 
House.
Sat  30th 8.00.am. - Men's Breakfast
w/c 1sd   December
Sun 1st 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 1st  11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 1st 5.30.pm. - Together.
Tues 3rd 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Wed 4th  7.30.pm. - Prayer / Bible 
Study (David Henderson)
Thurs 5th  6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting 
(at Allan's)
Fri 6th 10.00 am. to 12.00.pm. - Open 
House.
w/c 8th December
Sun 8th 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun  8th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun  8th 1.00.pm. - Fellowship Lunch.
Tues 10th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Tues 10th 8.00.pm. - Leadership 
Meeting
Wed 11th 7.30.pm. -  Prayer / Bible 
Study (2 Cor. 9:6-15)
Thurs 12th  6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting 
(at Andrew and Brenda's).
Fri 13th 10.00. am. to 12.00.pm. - Open 
House.

 Fri 13th 5.30.pm. to 7.30.pm. - Family 
Night   
 w/c 15th December
Sun 15th 9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. 
(Andrew Heron)
Sun 15th 11.00.am. - Christmas Carol 
Service. (Mark Henderson)
Sun 15th  5.30.pm. - Equip. (1 
Chronicles)
Tues 17th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Wed  18th 7.30.pm.  -  Prayer  and  The
Word
Thurs 19th  6.30.am. - Prayer Meeting
(at Zach and Amy's)
Thurs 19th 6.45.pm. - Carol Singing
Fri  20th 10.00.  am.  to  12.00.pm.  -
Christmas Open House.
Sat 21st 2.00.pm to 3.30.pm. - YY Group
w/c 22nd December
Sun 22nd   9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 22nd  11.00.am. - Christmas Carol 
Service. (Philip Venables)
Sun 22nd 6.00.pm to 9.30.pm - “At 
Home” at Philip and May Lin's
Tues 24th 9.30.am. - Prayer Meeting.
Tues  24th 8.00.pm.  -  Leadership
Meeting
Wed 25th 10.30.am. - Christmas Day 
Service
w/c 29th December
Sun 29th  9.30.am. - Lord's Supper. 
(Josh Venables)
Sun 29th 11.00.am. - Morning Worship. 
(Philip Venables)
Sun 29th  6.00.pm to 9.30.pm - “At 
Home” at Mark and Laura's
Tues 31st 9.30.a.m. - Prayer Meeting.
Tues   31st 5.00.pm  to  8.30.pm  -  New
Years Eve Party
Thurs 2nd  (Jan) 6.30.a.m. - Prayer 
Meeting.
Sat 4th 11:00.a.m. - Evangelism.



News

Virginia  Okafor's husband  passed  away  on  September  21st.  The
funeral ceremony is due to take place  in Anambra State, Nigeria on
November 29th.  

Andrew Heron is due to be preaching at Ealing Road Baptist Church
(evening of November 24th) and Berrymede Evangelical Church, Acton
(morning of December 8th).  

Brigitte Claude started a new job with Ariane Group in Les Mureaux on
November 18th  

Lloyd Mushambadzi started a new job on November 4th. He is based
in Egham.

Cairsy Bapuji died on November 9th. Pray for Sally and the family a
this time of loss.  

Notes

Fellowship Lunch  On December 8th we are planning to have “bring-
and-share” fellowship meal.

Open House  On December 20th we intend to have a festive flavour to
Open  House.   Besides  seasonal  refreshments  we  plan  to  have  a
Christmas message and sing some carols, starting at 11.00.a.m. 

Carol Services  On Sundays 15th and 22nd  December at 11.00.a.m. we
intend  to  hold  Christmas  Carol  Services.  These  give  specific
opportunities  to  invite  family,  friends  and  neighbours  to  hear  the
glorious gospel message of how Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners.

Advent For Kids On November 24th, December 1st, 8th and 15th there
are due to be special sessions in the rear hall for all children aged 3-9.
The children are due to go out during the last verse of the hymn before
the preaching.   

Carol Singing We intend to go carol singing in the area local to the
church on December 19th.   

“Home” At  5.00.pm.  on  January  26th we  plan  to  have  teaching  by
Jeremy Walker on the prospect of heaven.

YY Group there is due to be a Christmas group for the young youth in
the afternoon of December 21st.



Men's Breakfast is due to take place on November 30th. This is from
8.00.am.  and  is  open  to  all  the  men  of  the  church.  We  intend  to
consider: “Let the men pray.”

Equip We continue our journey of looking at the Old Testament books
on December 15th by looking at 1 Chronicles.

“At  Home” All  connected with  the church are welcome to join  with
Philip and May Lin and Mark and Laura at their homes from 6.00.p.m to
9.30.p.m. on December 22nd and 29th respectively.

Together Included in our session on December 1st is a report by Milkias
Mollallegn on Ethiopia.   

Christmas Lunch  After  the  service on Christmas Day,  there  is  an
invitation to share a Christmas lunch together.  All connected with the
church are welcome to join in this.  So if you have nowhere else to go
on Christmas Day please feel free to join with us.  If you intend to stay
you must inform May Lin by December 22nd so that the relevant catering
can be set in place.

New Year's  Eve  On December 31st we are due to have a Church
Family New Years Eve party together.  We plan to have some games,
food and a time of worship and prayer. Also we will include a concert.
This is due to be between 5.00.pm and 8.30.pm.

Spiritual Notes  

His Love
(Many of the thoughts in this article are derived from the Bible Study led by Lloyd Mushambadzi on November 20 th.)

The book of Hosea is about the radical and undefeatable love of God.
The book deliberately presents us with a God who has the shocking
audacity  to  go  out  and  love  the  unlovely;  even  when  they  prove
themselves to be unlovely and unlovable time after time. The message
is made all the more poignant because the actions of the prophet Hosea
himself, of going to love a prostitute, are a parable of how God Himself
loves.

The book is to teach us how amazing the love of God is. The God who is
our God is committed to us by covenant and that covenant has every
resemblance  to  a  marriage  covenant.  In  this  marriage  covenant  he
states that He will never sue for divorce. No matter how badly his bride
treats  Him  he  will  continue  to  go  after  here.  The  actions  of  Hosea



towards Gomer, his prostituting wife, all vividly declare this truth.

Chapter 1 tells us of the marriage. Whether Gomer became a prostitute
before or after marriage is not clear. What is clear though is that she did
prostitute herself and Hosea pursued her relentlessly. The name of the
children which came from Gomer's womb declared how judgement is
the then proper outcome of these adulterous happenings. Jezreel is so
named  because  the  LORD will  execute  vengeance  (see  1:4-5),  “No
Mercy” is named because He will cease to show mercy (see 1:6-7) and
“Not My People” because God will disown them as His people (see 1:8-
9). These  children were living embodiments of what Hosea should have
done to  Gomer,  but  more especially  of  what  the LORD should have
done to His people. Yet this was not to be because the God of covenant
determines to not just allow survival, but to bless (see 1:10-11).

In 2:1-13 we see how judgement is declared for the people of God. The
logic of the wages of sin is death (see Rom. 6:23) is presented and the
reasoning  is  appropriate  because  a  Holy  God  must  punish  sin.
Shockingly though, v 14 appears and we read Therefore, behold, I will
allure her, and bring her into the wilderness,and speak tenderly to
her. It is incredible that there could be a “therefore” which leads us into
grace after all the judgement of vv1-13. The LORD will take the object of
His fulsome love away from all  distractions and woo her  with  all  the
scintillating tenderness of a besotted lover on their first date. Blessing
upon blessing flows as the wayward wife is once again betrothed into
the  marital  blessings.  And  the  naming  of  the  children  completely
reverses everything declared in the naming of the children in chapter 1.

An  assessment  of  chapters  1  and  2  could  conclude  that  God  is  a
schizophrenic God who can't make up His mind about what to do. Is it
love or is it judgement? And if it could be either how can we know which
one is for us. This leads us to only one place of resolution and that is the
cross of Calvary where our Lord Jesus died. There, we see the God who
is  the true God of  the  consuming fire  and also  the LORD of  tender
devotion.  There everything that  is  stated in  vv19-20 comes together:
And I will betroth you to me for ever. I  will betroth you to me in
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I will
betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the Lord. At
Calvary's cross all righteousness and justice is outworked as our sin is
taken by our LORD Jesus. And He does so because of His passionate
love and mercy. The God of unfailing faithfulness proves the realities of
His workings in Hosea ch 1-3 when He gives his Son to die at Calvary.



Such love can never be defeated. Such love is the love of Romans 8:31-
39 and there is  absolutely  nothing that  can separate  us  from it.  For
those who are in Christ there is the eternal welcoming by this God of
everlasting faithfulness. So with our God there is always a “Go again,
love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress,
even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to
other gods and love cakes of raisins.” We are the adulteresses who
have chosen love for the world, the flesh and the devil, rather than the
love  of  our  beloved.  Yet  our  beloved  always  “goes  again”.  This  is
shocking, but this is everything to bring joy to our souls. If our LORD
was not like this, we would be finished. Everyday as we wake to seek
the Lord; there is a LORD in heaven who is first  seeking us. This is
amazing love. Let us rejoice in the fact that it is true. Like Hosea really
did marry Gomer and really did keep going again, so our LORD does the
same. Praise Him. Praise Him and Praise Him again. There is no God
like  our  God.  There  is  no Saviour  like  our  Saviour.  His  love  truly  is
radical and undefeatable.


