Feltham Evangelical Church Newsletter: March 2011

A Bible-based church making known the Christian Faith

Calendar
w/c 27" February 13th 1.00.p.m. Fellowship Lunch
27th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper 13th 2.00.p.m. Afternoon Service (DVD: Sri Lanka — The
27th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) Children's Home)
27th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School (Trish and Diana) 15th 5.45 p.m. Lighthouse
1st 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse 16th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
2nd 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study 18th 10.00 a.m. to midday Open House
4th 10.00.a.m. to midday Open House w/c 20" March
5th 10.30.a.m. Town Centre Evangelism 20th 9.30.a.m. Prayer and Praise
w/c 6™ March 20th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service including Lord's Supper
6th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper (John Singleton)
6th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) 20th 11.15 a.m. Sunday School (Sheila and Diana)
6th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School (Daphne and Sheila) 22nd 9.30.a.m Prayer Meeting
6th 5.45.p.m. “Together” 22nd 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
8th 9.30.am Prayer Meeting 23rd 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
8th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse 25th 10.00.a.m. to midday Open House
9th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study w/c 27" March
11th 10.00.a.m. to midday Open House 27th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper
12th 7.00. p.m. Feltham Bible Focus (Brian Edwards: King 27th 11.00.a.m. Morning Service (Dominic Stockford)
Saul; Lessons from a Complicated Man ) 27th 11.15.a.m. Sunday School (Trish and Sheila)
w/c 13" March 29th 5.45.p.m. Lighthouse
13th 9.30.a.m. Lord's Supper 30th 7.30.p.m. Prayer / Bible Study
13th 11:00.a.m. Morning Service (Philip Venables) 1st (April) 10.00.a.m. to midday Open House
13th 11.15 a.m. Sunday School (Daphne and Trish) 2nd 10.30.a.m. Town Centre Evangelism

News

Virginia Okafor's mother passed away on February 3™. Pray for Virginia at this time of loss.
Michael Loosely has had further spells in Hillingdon Hospital mainly as a result of suffering from Gastroenteritis.

Daphne Henderson has had tests over the last few months in relation to having had loss of hearing and very minor
strokes. Happily the tests have not revealed any significant problems.

Notes

Feltham Bible Focus continues into this month with a visit from Brian Edwards. He is due to speak on the subject.
“King Saul: Lessons from a Complicated Man”. This is set for March 12™ at 7.00.p.m. Feltham Bible Focus provides a
great opportunity to hear God's Word and have fellowship with those from other churches.

Mobile Phones Please make sure that your mobile phone is turned off during the services so that there is no
unnecessary disturbance.

John Blanchard is due to be speaking at Amyand Park Chapel on 15" March at 7.30.p.m. On the subject “Does God
believe in Atheists?”

Clocks alter On March 27" the clocks move forward one hour. So please make sure you change yours so that you can
be in church on time.

Preaching Messages Some of the messages preached at the church are available to listen to on the church web-site.
Normally these are available within seven days of the message being preached. See website details below.

Birthdays Daniella has a list available listing the birthdays of many connected with the church. If you would like a
copy please ask Daniella.

Sri Lanka Over recent years we have taken prayerful and practical interest in the work of the Lanka Evangelical
Fellowship of Churches. To further update us on this work Paul Fountain is due to be with us at the afternoon service
on March 13" to present a DVD, focussing on the work of the Childrens' Home, which has recently been produced.

Fellowship Lunch is due to be held on March 13th. This will be on a bring-and-share basis.
Spiritual Notes Seeker sensitive

In certain circles of the church to be “seeker sensitive” is seen as most wonderful. Whereas amongst others it is a
sign of a church turning from the faith. So we ask the question should we be “seeker sensitive”? In a sense the
answer to that question depends upon what is meant by “seeker sensitive”.

Right Seeker Sensitivity Let us consider initially who a seeker is. We are talking about someone who is




seeking God; someone who is seeking to know the LORD. It is a good thing to have a heart that seeks God. Isaiah
says Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near (Is. 55:6). Seeing that it is a good
thing to seek the LORD we as Christians should be thoughtful and sensitive as to how we can help seekers find the
LORD.

Accordingly, we should be willing to do what we can to help people know and understand the gospel. Paul says in
1 Corinthians 9:22-23 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people
so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in
its blessings. As an example of the sensitivity we might have in approaching people, we can think of Hudson
Taylor who when he went as a missionary to China in the nineteenth century adopted a Chinese way of dressing.
This meant that he was less of an alien to the people and had more possibility of reaching them for Christ.

We must notice that in 1 Corinthians 9:23 Paul says that he is doing all this for the sake of the gospel. If we look in
Galatians 1:6-9 we see that Paul had absolutely no sympathy with anyone or any being that would take away
from the gospel; he simply would not budge on the truth of the gospel. He says But even if we or an angel from
heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!
(Gal. 1:8) However, he was determined to remove as many barriers as possible so that people could come and
find Christ Jesus as Lord and Saviour in the gospel.

Wrong Seeker Sensitivity In the approach of Paul we can see true “seeker sensitivity” in operation. We
are doing absolutely no favours to anyone when our seeking to be sensitive to seekers leads us to compromising
the gospel. In fact here is where seeker sensitivity goes completely awry when we allow our sensitivity to
undermine the gospel. An example would be as regards the exclusive claims of Christ. Our Saviour said “I am the
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6). When we start to
think that it would be easier for people to find Christ if we said that he was only one among many Saviours then
we have denied the gospel. In such a scenario our seeker sensitivity has become an outrage.

The first causality of this kind of “seeker sensitivity” is the gospel. And when we start to chip away at the gospel
we end up with no gospel and thereby Christianity become meaningless nothingness. Therefore this kind of
“seeker sensitivity” becomes very dangerous.

Illustrations Two related incidents in the ministry of Paul exemplify what “seeker sensitivity” meant to
him. In Acts 16:1-3 we read Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived,
whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. The believers at Lystra and
Iconium spoke well of him. Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because
of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. Paul was willing to
circumcise Timothy so as not too unnecessarily offend the Jews in the vicinity of Lystra and Iconium.

However when it came to Titus Paul took a completely different approach. Paul was visiting the church leaders in
Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus. In Galatians 2:3-5 we read Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was
compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. This matter arose because some false believers
had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not
give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. Paul would not
have Titus circumcised because to do so would be to indicate that to be a true Christian you not only had to
believe, but also circumcised. Such would be a complete denial of the gospel. Paul was determined that the truth
of the gospel would be preserved.

The differences in the approach of Paul in dealing with Timothy and Titus are revealingly helpful to us. Paul
circumcised Timothy in order to remove a barrier for Jewish seekers whilst not compromising the gospel at all.
Whereas Titus was not circumcised because to have done so would have compromised a true understanding of
the gospel.

This gives us helpful guidance. Above everything we should never compromise the gospel message. But whilst
doing so we should go as far as we can to remove any barriers which prevent anyone coming to embrace the
gospel. This means we have to be careful about how we conduct our evangelism. First we must be faithful to the

gospel and then we can be seeker sensitive.
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